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English 230, Advanced Composition 
Department of English  

School of Humanities and Social Sciences 
Claflin University 

FALL 2019 
 

Instructor: Dr. Jonathan Evans 
Office:  GTK, room 208 (inside the English Department, GTK 209) 
Phone Ext.: x5699 
E-mail:  jonevans@claflin.edu or jonathan.c.evans1980@gmail.com  
Office Hours: MWF 1 – 3 PM, TR 12 – 2 PM or by Appointment 
Class Blog: http://www.yougotalifetime.com/ 
 

 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  

A course emphasizing clarity and effectiveness in writing. The course includes language proficiency, logical 
thinking, research and documentation, and principles of written communication. Three semester credit hours.  

SECTION FOCUS 

This course is designed to develop expertise in academic writing. To do this we need a topic—something to 
read and write about—so that we can see how research and writing in your and other disciplines weigh in on a 
topic of concern across disciplines. For us that topic will be the power of visuals. Our readings, for example, 
will explore how visuals function today in our society to impact our reactions to events as well as narratively 
communicate. 
 
Throughout the course, students will be invited to reflect on how the acts of reading and writing are situated, 
disciplined, and socio-cultural practices. Assignments are structured so as to build on each other; this means that 
much of the reading and writing you do throughout the term can contribute to your final project. 
 
RESOURCES 

Textbooks:  
 -Giltrow, Janet, et al. Academic Writing: An Introduction. Third Edition. Peterborough, ON: Broadview 

Press, 2014. 
 -Articles from on-line databases 
 
Resources: 
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 -Access to Writing Commons and OWL Purdue Writing Lab (http://writingcommons.org/)   
 and https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ 
 
Access to computer with Internet  

COUSRE OBJECTIVES 

Engaging in the practice and analysis of scholarly writing in ENGL 230 will help you:   
• navigate research and use of visual communication in different areas of life 
• identify differences in goals, methods, citation practices, and characteristic vocabularies of visual 

communication 
• understand the concepts of abstraction, summary, and critique as they relate to visual communication 
• take a critical position in response to readings  
• identify the forms and functions of quantitative and qualitative reasoning 
• develop techniques for analyzing and writing about data 

 
REQUIRED ASSIGNMENTS 

Assignments and evaluation: 
• Assignment 1 Critical summary          10% 
• Assignment 2: Memes Project         10% 
• Midterm exam            10% 
• Assignment 3: Proposal          10% 
• Assignment 4: Final Research Paper         20% 
• Attendance/participation*          20% 
• FINAL EXAM           10% 
• Assignment 5: Portfolio          10% 

 
TOTAL:             100% 

 
• All assignments must be completed to pass the course 

 
* As well as attending class and participating in discussions, I will assign reading worksheets, quizzes and other 
preparatory exercises variously throughout the term, some to be completed in class, and some done for homework.   
 
GRADE SCALE 

A = 90-100 B+ = 85-89 B = 80-84 C+ = 75-79- C = 70-74- D+ = 65-69 D = 60-64 F = 59 and below   

DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION 

I consider this classroom to be a place where you will be treated with respect, and I welcome individuals of all 
ages, backgrounds, beliefs, ethnicities, genders, gender identities, gender expressions, national origins, religious 
affiliations, sexual orientations, ability – and other visible and nonvisible differences. All members of this class 
are expected to contribute to a respectful, welcoming and inclusive environment for every other member of the 
class.  


